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J. G. GARSON.-Exhibition of. Lampsfrom the Orkneys. 275 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr. BERD,OE inquired if the coloured register exhibited was the 
same as the " quipus " described by Prescott, in his fourth chapter 
of the " Conquest of Peru," and which was said to be used by the 
Peravians as in,eans of registering births, deaths, marriages, &c. 

The reply was in the affirmative. 

EXHIBITION of LAMPS from the ORKNEY ISLANDS. 
By J. G. GARSON,VM.D. 

DR. GARSON exhibited two lamps which he had procured from 
the Orkney Islands for the University of Oxford Museum 
(see fig. 4, Plate VII). They were very similar to the lamp of 
the Eskimo, described by Mr. E. B. Tylor in his paper read at 
the end of last session. Each lamp consists of two flat receptacles, 
prolonged into a spout-like depression on the anterior portion. To, 
the upper and posterior edge of on,e of these receptacles is fixed 
a narrow piec,e of iron, into which Is. firmly inserted an upwardly 
inclined projecting rest for the upper receptacle, wyhich has a 
shorter piece of iron with a slit iii it attached to its posterior 
edge. The two receptacles are therefore placed one above the 
otheT. Into t4e upper one the oil is placed. The oil usually 
burnt is linseed or fish oil, and the cellular pith of a couple of 
rushes, serves for wick. The sole object of the under receptacle 
is to receive the oil which drops fromn the upper one. By the 
inclined projecting bar being notched the pointed extremity of 
the upper receptacle can be elevated or depressed as required. 
To the upper extremity of the upright piece of iron is attached 
a hook by which the lamp is suspended. There is no automatic 
contrivance in the manner in which the lamp is hung, for the 
constant supply of pil to the wicks, as some people lave imagined. 
The supply has to be reoulJ4ted by t1,e persQn using the lamp, 
who has to alter the position of the upper receptacle on the rest 
by moving it forward as the oil is consumed, and so depress the 
pointed portion of the receptacle in which the wick lies. 

This form of lamp used to be very common in the Orkney 
Islands and in the North of Scotland till about twenty years 
ago, when the price of paraffin fell considerably, and the ordinary 
paraffin lamp took its place. It is flow entirely a thing of the 
past, at least so far as the Orkney Islands and the North of 
Scotland are concerned. 
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276 W. H. FLOWER.-Exhibition of a Deformbed Sku7ll. 

DISCUSSION. 

Mr. BERDOE described a brass lamp he had lately seen in 
Tangier, of precisely similar construction and principle as that 
exhibited from the Orkneys. 

Dr. GARSON added that there was a brass lamp, similar to those 
he exhibited, but more highly finished, in the Museum of the 
Antiquarian Society of Scotland in Edinburgh, which had been 
obtained in Scotland, a fact that was interesting in connection with 
Mr. Berdoe's remarks. 

EXHIBITION of a DEFORMED SKULL of a CHIMPANZEE. 
By Professor W. H. FLOWER, LL.D., F.R.S., President. 

PROFESSOR FLOWER exhibited the skull of a young chimpanzee 
(Troglodytes niger), which had been sent to him from Lado, in the 
Soudan, by Dr. Emin Bey. It presented an interesting example 
of acrocephalic deformity, associated with complete synostosis of 
the fronto-parietal or coronal suture, and partial obliteration of the 
sagittal suture, both of which are normally open long after the 
age to which this 'individual had attained. The specimen has 
been more fully described and figured in the Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society for 1882, p. 634. 

Professor Flower exhibited in illustration an exactly corre- 
sponding deformity in the cranium of a negro from the West 
Coast of Africa, but remarked that he was not aware that any 
case had previously been recorded of its occurrence among the 
apes. 

The DIRECTOR then read extracts from the following paper: 

NOTES on some AUSTRALIAN TRIBES. 
By EDWARD PALMER, Esq. 

The Tribal Territories. 

THE information which I have embodied in the following notes 
has been obtained by personal observation and inquiry; in 
those few instances where my statements rest upon the observa- 
tion of others I shall quote the authority upon which they are 
given. 

The tribes referred to are the following:- 
1. Mycoolon.-These people hunted about the Saxby River, a 

tributary of the Flinders on the eastern side, which joins that 
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